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to vo ters and those in the v1este rn half of upstate t·le\'.' 

York. In te lli 92nce was a virtue by 23 percent - and 41 percent 

of the blacks. 11 Co:np1'0:-;iiser , 1·mrks v.·e ll \·1ith ever,Ybody'' 'i'las mentioned by 

These qua liti es represent the main characte ristics t he voters 

are looki n9 for . 0th= \' descriptlve tenns, such as 11 thrifty,i1 11 st0b1e, 11 

-.--,-- - .. ---
. "dyna:iiic," c:;1d !'re ligious , 11 \·:ere selected far less often as 

the on e or t·:o rr:ost i::q:irtant of the 14. 

Next, we asked voters to select which qu aliti Es were l east i mportant 

in the next Go'1ernor, again from the same 1 ist of 14 . The results v:ere 
·TlG 

almost the inverse of the respons es to the previous question. Those 

quali t i es which voters had rated as most i mportant -

effective, fair - \·:ere rllentioned as least important by only 2 or 3 pei·cent 

of the voters. Those qual i t i es infrequently picked &s i mportan t 

most often as l east in:portant : "a religfous person, good set of 

Val " "'- i: (')2 C ...J t-''-- L.::. , l, ) I , J1l.1 j \..... ) dc.\·m to earth 11 (29 percent): and 11 hard-

nosed, force7ul 11 (28 percent). 

Then, i n ord2r t o see wh ich were most important in the 

context of c. contest h:o cundid etcs , \·/e asked tl1e vo te rs to 

choose bst•.-;u;n t1·:0 unn c.!!12ci h.:,1 pothc:ti ca 1 can.Ji dates defined only by a 

pair of . Th e r esults r,l'Ove.d revealing . \,lhen \';e asked the 

voters to ci:cJse bet:;ecn a Cc,nd i date \':ho i s i r:nov 2 t i ve c.nd fa·i r and one 

and .fafr by alr1:-:-ist a 3 to 1 m,;rg in - 63 p2rcent to 22 percent. 

The and fuil' cundidate: rece ive: ci hc-cvy suppor t from all gro :...1 ps 

in th(.> D::::L::crdtS gave th·:s cancJ-ic::itc 2n even large r marg·in 



• 

17 

. ~ 

~referred the combination of innovative aod fair - just 29 percent 

picked the religious and experienced candidate. Support for the 

religious and experienced candidate was greatest among Protestarit voters, 

at 30 p9rcent; p2.rhap$ surprisingly, only 22 percent of_ Catholic voters 

made tha t choice . 

We also as ked the voters to choose b~t0een a candidate who is 

dynamic and effective and one who is thrifty and forceful . Here the 

margin \·:as 2 to 1: 58 percent for the dyr.arr.i c and effective candi date , 

28 percent for the thrifty and forceful. can di date . D2mocrats favored 

the dynamic and effec.tive candidate by very large margins, and Republi-

cans gave such a candidate a 55 to 36 percent edge . On this pairing 

of characteristics, there was considerable variation among responses in 

the different parts of the state. ile\'i Yori~ City and suburban voters came 

out oven:h~lmingly for th:: dyncmiic and effective candid0.te . But in 

· the upstate areas, the qualities of thriftiness and forcefulness 

obviously attracted support. In the eastern half of the upstate te~ion, 

often the r.10st Republican part of the state, the thrifty and forceful 

candidate ca~~ out ahead by a narrow 44 to 42 margir1; in ·the western 

part of upstate Hew York , the dync.mic and effective candidate \\las 

preferred by only ~ 50 to 42 perc2nt eds2. 

thes e p2irings tEnd to reinforce the conclus ions we have 
dra\·;n frcrn ar.s·.-tcrs to other qt:'.'l3tions aho1!t the qualities 
people: are se"' 1'in~1 in c:. GOVl'rnar . Q~1alfties such ·as thrift, 
forc~~ fulness , anc rc-1igiG,1sness \:ere not sel ccte.:i fiom the 
list of 14 qu•lities by lar~~ p2rcent~g~s of voters; ~nd 
\·.ihcn \·:n uffei·cd a hypcitheticdl c1r:dld.:i~C \·:Hh these qualities, 
tile s <: voters c' viot!siy rr:."ferrsd a cJndi dat2 \·Ji th other 
qua1Hies - tl ,e qu "lit'ic.;::; tr:~:: h~d said lh y valued r::ore h·ighly. 
Evt:n \:hen l'inf."d \·iLh exp•2ri::::),:-::! , a quality r,~:1n.Y vo t~r.s selcctl:d 
from the list, rcligiousn::ss 1:.1s still n0t a r;:;ijor usset . 
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It Hill te noted that the quci:lities of the losing candidates 
in these pairinss are those that have been, or may be, ascribed 
to Go·lernor i'alcolr.i ~·Ji1son, at least in the rr2dia. Hm·:ever, 
these r.e·su1ts should net be taken as an indication that a mari 
with these r.•.12iitiG""s can autor.:atically b.e defeated . It is 
more ir:1portc;nt that hiS opponent be so:t.e on~ r1ho car. affirma­
tively d:~c~5trate to the electorate that he or she possesses 
those q!11iitif:s t'-e peopie say they value more highly: inno­
vativeness, ·f.:.irr.ess, dyn~mism, effectiveness . As we shall 
see, the C2~ocrats who h~ve been consid~red for the Governor­
sh ip have sor:2 ~ist~nce to go in this regard . 

A11 of this ~at~ri&l helps to bring out the underlying im­
portance of rPstl·~, turing st~te go~~nt fro:n the top . 
Voters natL!i'Di1y \'!r:n t c: p2rsc11 who is lifg enough to nc.ndle 
the prob 1 e6i~.; of s tat.e 90·112rr,n:t:nt but they vrnnt n1uch r.~ore 
besides. rim·: York has b€e:n und2r a "b:::ncvo 1 cnt di eta tors hip 11 

for ih"' µ~st l;; y-·,- r~ ~ 1-d \1na ... vo+,,,~ .... ~ ·~i:- s ~y.: ng n"'··· ,. s ,_ c ,.., ~c;c, ~, o. .. , ·r. " "'-'~ 01- c, I. ..,,, 

that thev n~c~ a lead~r who will be responsive' to the needs 
of the pcop1 e, .. !1o vii 11 tn;-1.t e'l{:ryane fairly . Voters aro 
also saying tht:tt the state 'is facing son-,e se-rious problems, 
and that the s tc;te: \'Ii 1l r~::.:rJ a 1 eader ·\·:iw will dea 1 \·Ii th these 
proble~s effectively and provid~ so~e im~ediate re~edi es. 
The re~~dies cust provide som2 innovative approaches. 

In structurins~ v Guberrwtorial ct1ii1paign, any succ!:ssful cnn­
didate must h.c0me mcn~e uccessib1e to tile voters and look 
for a grna .... ,: .~ 1 0.:: c··.:>- .... o-or•0 co·1+~,...t l.1t' ho··-·1~ ~~n·" pro'~ ''"" L.. .... ·_o . ,, .~ -·-·-~- • ~-:.~ .... . l\t • v::J1 .!:·...l•,J -· 

wou1 d argue t t this is c.n i n~ffi cien.t n~thod of caIT'pili gni ng, 
\.,~ \/OU~d co: · ,.,.,r •1·~- h" s•·r·,,.,.,c.:...:.ng ~-t.-;.1. "·i1° rr.od1" - CO'/erag~• f C::: I ~ ~ ... f.. • \.. ; J ~ "-' J - -..r -J ,,,_; - ....., l.. I l, I t C! ~ (.,. 11rw. 11 "- 1 ct. c.; 

of such· a ca ~& ign would cr;;te a strong positive reacticn. 
Further:nore, i.-'.! \':cuid s;.1ggsst the irnp0rtancc of sch2dulfog 
m~n:· inforr,Jl &ppe;;,r.=:.:-;cC::s rcther th2n just set speech formats . 
Fin(l11.y, \·nth re9ard to i: dia~ the clevi;rlv procucr:(: Rr.Q_d_~1fii.Q_Q 
sp"h:: U" "Ci: c 0 ".c~ .. "C ... .; \'el., 1· Tl ·l·h <:i r?1' }:'r· .., - ~nu-' i:'OC1'e.t:r,l le·~ c~r01-... v,..__. """· ..J er It.: L-l 4 j vi.._ 1 ... ~u C:.f n r,. f\.,;. I a. .. 
pai gns could be poorly received in 1974 . 

Fina 11y, \':e asked voters hm·; Hatergatc has c: ffectcd the \·i~Y in \·:hi ch they 

evaluate car.d·idvt:cs. One: votE:l' in three-'-33 percent of our respom.lcnts--

said Watergate had no effect on their evaluation, either because all politi-

cians Rre cr~oks o be-cause ~hey could 11c1t ju<lge a µ2rson till in office --

or, pres_rn::ably, b2ce:n1se the Vott:rs thot:ght their means of evaluation were 

a 1 rcacy su-lfi cfont. Hm.;2v2 r, t:1~ oth::r t·t0-thi rds of the voters appear to 

have less faith in poi i ti ci ar1s and to a pp roe ch the qucs tion of can di date 

evalu~tio;1 n:ore $k ptical ly, 
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